
Does the Holy Spirit Convict Us of Sin? 

 

Some teach the Holy Spirit never convicts us of sin.  

They claim that He convicts us of righteousness in Christ.   

The Bible states the opposite. 

 

John 16:8 And when he is come, he will reprove the 

world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment. 

 

The Greek word for reprove (convict) is elencho. 

It is used 17 times in the New Testament. 

 

Here are a few examples:- 

 

Ephesians 5:11,13 And have no fellowship with the 

unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them ... 

But all things that are reproved are made manifest by 

the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. 

1 Timothy 5:19-20 Against an elder receive not an 

accusation, but before two or three witnesses. Them 

that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear. 



2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out 

of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering 

and doctrine. 

Hebrews 12:5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation 

which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, 

despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint 

when thou art rebuked of him. 

Revelation 3:19, 22 As many as I love, I rebuke and 

chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent ... He that hath 

an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 

churches. 

 

God's ministers are called to reprove and convict. 

Even Jesus rebuke/convicts us because He loves us.  

The Holy Spirit convicts. 

The Holy Spirit doesn't condemn us but He does convict. 

There's difference between condemned and convicted.    

The Conviction of the Spirit exposes our sin. 

It brings sorrow over our sin and produces repentance. 

It leads us back to Christ and the cross.   

 



2 Corinthians 7:10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance 

to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the 

world worketh death. 

 

Condemnation is a death sentence because of sin.   

 

Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to 

them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 

flesh, but after the Spirit. 

 

We cannot atone for sin through good works or religion. 

Jesus fully paid our sin. 

He fully removed the death sentence of sin over our lives.   

An act of sin doesn't re-establish the death sentence. 

Neither can a good work does not justify us before God.  

We are justified by faith  in Christ alone.        

 

Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Acts of sin effect our condition (spirit, soul, body). 



Sin pollutes us and weakens our faith in Christ. 

Confession of sin restores our heart back to Christ. 

 

 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 

to forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 


